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Δ am delighted to welcome aboard a new group of \oung women to our
refugee daughtersȇ tertiar\ education funding scheme.

Most have harrowing background stories. While finding a haven in New
Zealand provides relief from danger, it is still an alien land with an alien
culture and language which confronts these girls at a \oung age. Δn man\
cases the\ are obliged to effectivel\ become the head of the famil\ dealing
with the new order.

Having man\ daughters and thus aware of such matters, Δ take special
pleasure in our supplementar\ provision over and above the fees and
accommodation, of vouchers for two dresses.

Δ wish them all success in their studies and future lives.

Sir Robert Jones



On behalf of RASNZ, it is m\ pleasXre to introdXce this \earȇs Sir Robert Jones RefXgee
DaXghtersȇ Scholarship recipients. The Scholarship Programme Zas set Xp b\ Sir Robert
Jones si[ \ears ago Zith a YieZ to proYiding \oXng Zomen from refXgee backgroXnds the
financial secXrit\ the\ reqXire to complete a XniYersit\ degree or a qXalification from an
approYed tertiar\ institXtion. Since its inception, an astoXnding 44 \oXng, refXgee
backgroXnd Zomen haYe gradXated. We ZoXld especiall\ like to acknoZledge this \earȇs
scholars for their determination to stXd\ and oYercome the additional frXstrations and
challenges of the CoYid-19 Pandemic. 

The Robert Jones Holdingsȇ philanthropic donation creates a XniqXe opportXnit\ for oXr
scholars to stXd\ Xnhindered and ZithoXt financial bXrden, something Zhich ordinaril\
is not the case for former refXgees and as\lXm seekers arriYing in NeZ Zealand. All
tXition fees are paid throXghoXt the coXrse right throXgh to gradXation (sXbject to a
sXitable e[amination leYel pass rate). Δn the cases Zhere stXdents attend tertiar\ stXd\
oXtside their hometoZn, hostel accommodation is paid for the first tZo \ears.

To achieYe this e[traordinar\ goal each \ear, man\ people giYe generoXsl\ of their time
to ensXre the process rXns smoothl\. To name a feZ, Δ ZoXld like to thank Greg
LoYeridge, Caitlin VenXs and Craig Parks from Robert Jones Holdings for their ongoing
sXpport. Δ ZoXld also like to thank the selection panels in AXckland, Wellington and
DXnedin: Lian-Hong Brebner AUT, Sara Kindon Victoria UniYersit\, ViYienne Anderson
UniYersit\ of Otago, Jo Oranje UniYersit\ of Otago. The partnership betZeen Robert
Jones Holdings and Victoria UniYersit\, the UniYersit\ of Waikato, the AXckland UniYersit\
of Technolog\, and the UniYersit\ of Otago is piYotal in e[panding the pathZa\. These
institXtions match the scholarships b\ 50%, alloZing Robert Jones to open Xp eYen more
scholarship places each \ear. 

Δ ZoXld also like to acknoZledge oXr RASNZ Scholarship Facilitator SXsan Hirst for her
dedication and passion in administrating this programme. SXsan skilfXll\ negotiates a
smooth pathZa\ of commXnication betZeen oXr partners, and sXbseqXentl\ ensXres
the best possible sXpport oXtcomes for oXr stXdents. Additionall\, Δ ZoXld like to
mention the people Zho generoXsl\ YolXnteered their time to assist the selection panel
for 2021; this inclXdes Ben TrieX, Areej Arif, Lorena CXerYo Hern£nde], FatXmata Bah,
and Maria Ahmad.

Lastl\, Δ ZoXld like to focXs on the trXe heroes of this Yearbook, the recipients of the Sir
Robert Jones Scholarship. What an ama]ing bXnch of \oXng Zomen! On reading their
indiYidXal stories, it is Zorth noting that man\ of oXr stXdents arriYed in Aotearoa NZ
Zith limited edXcation and English langXage skills and haYe traYelled a harroZing and
emotional joXrne\ along the Za\. The driYe and determination reqXired to achieYe these
e[traordinar\ resXlts is a credit to them. The\ are trailbla]ers in their commXnities and
inspirational to their contemporaries. On behalf of the Sir Robert Jones Scholarship,
RASNZ thanks \oX for being oXr 2021 shining stars.

Sharron Ward, CEO RASNZ



Kia ora, m\ name is Alma, a Yer\ proXd and gratefXl recipient of Sir Robert
Jonesȇ RefXgee DaXghtersȇ Scholarship. Δȇm from S\ria and Δ arriYed in NeZ
Zealand in AXgXst 2017. We came as refXgees from Mala\sia, Zhere Ze
liYed for foXr and a half \ears. Δ attended primar\ school in S\ria, Zhere Δ
learned to Zrite and read Arabic flXentl\. Δn Mala\sia, Δ learned to speak
English, eYer\da\ Mala\ and attended intermediate and most of high
school. The tZo \ears of high school Δ did in NeZ Zealand made Xp for all
the \ears of stXd\ Δ didnȇt get to enjo\ as a refXgee. Δ neYer thoXght it coXld
get an\ better, bXt Δ gathered the coXrage to go to XniYersit\. Δ greZ more
confident and learned to trXst m\self. Δȇm doing a Bachelor of Commerce,
thoXgh Δ had no knoZledge of commerce or bXsiness prior to XniYersit\. Δ
can confidentl\ sa\ that Δ made the right choice. Δt Zas challenging at first,
bXt Δ ZoXld encoXrage an\one Zhoȇs hesitant aboXt going to XniYersit\ to
take the leap of faith. Δȇm determined to gradXate b\ 2022 and start
appl\ing m\ knoZledge in the real Zorld. ΔȇYe alZa\s Zanted to Zork at an
airport interacting Zith people from all aroXnd the Zorld and from different
cXltXres and backgroXnds. Δ also like the bXs\ and fast-moYing natXre of
airports. The\ are oXr first impression of a coXntr\ and Δ clearl\ remember
the time Zhen Ze first arriYed in NeZ Zealand, the people Ze met and m\
thoXghts at the time. Δ ZoXld loYe to be one of the Zelcoming faces
refXgees and immigrants see Zhen the\ arriYe in NeZ Zealand. Δ also aspire
to be someone Zho has the abilit\ to gXide people Zho might be feeling
lost and Xncertain aboXt their fXtXre, the same Za\ Δ felt. Δ appreciate all the
sXpport Δ receiYed from m\ famil\, m\ friends, Victoria UniYersit\, Wellington
High School, and Sir Robert Jonesȇ Scholarship interYieZ panel. WithoXt \oXr    
encoXragement, Δ ZoXldnȇt haYe made it this far. NgÃ mihi nXi!

AOPD



M\ name is Brenda. Δ am 20 \ears old and Δ liYe Zith m\ father and tZo loYel\
sisters. Δ Zas born in the Anglophone region of the Cameroons. M\ father
Zas forced to leaYe Xs in the Cameroons Zhen Ze Zere Yer\ \oXng. Δ had a
Yer\ happ\ life groZing Xp in a Yer\ large famil\ Zith m\ siblings and m\
coXsins and m\ grandmother Zho Zas Yer\ caring and protectiYe. She had
seYeral farms in the Yillage and Δ enjo\ed Zorking Zith her on her farms.
GroZing Xp, Δ loYed cXltXral gatherings in the Yillage inclXding religioXs
actiYities. Δ also had man\ friends.
Δ completed schooling as XsXal Xntil Δ Zas aboXt 16 \ears old. Δn 2017, Δ Zas
in m\ first \ear of high school Zhen an armed conflict erXpted in oXr region.
The goYernment of Cameroon laXnched a Zar on the dissenting Anglophone
minorit\ Zho are seeking aXtonom\ and independence from the
Francophone majorit\ in Cameroon. The conflict, Zhich is still ongoing,
seYerel\ disrXpted economic and social life, and most schools in the
Anglophone region, inclXding m\ school, Zere closed. OXr Yillages and toZns
Zere raided and occXpied b\ the Cameroon militar\. ThoXsands of people
fled internall\ and to other neighboXring coXntries and thoXsands of oXr
people haYe died in the ongoing conflict. For close to tZo \ears, Ze moYed
aroXnd freqXentl\ for safet\.
M\ tZo sisters and Δ Zere so lXck\ that oXr father Zas able to sponsor Xs
and in 2019 Ze got oXr Yisas for traYel to NeZ Zealand. Δ am so happ\ to
haYe reXnited Zith m\ father after man\ \ears apart. 
AlthoXgh Ze haYe had some toXgh times starting oXr life here becaXse of
COVΔD-19 and Ze canȇt \et access stXdent alloZance and StXd\Link, Δ cannot
complain. Generall\, life and opportXnities here in NeZ Zealand are
tremendoXs and incomparable to the Anglophone region in Cameroons. 
NoZ Δ am stXd\ing Bachelor of NXrsing at 
Masse\ UniYersit\. Δ am so gratefXl to the
Sir Roberts Jonesȇ Scholarship for 
offering me this sXpport. Δ look forZard
 to this ne[t stage of m\ life Zhich Δ 
belieYe Zill be Yer\ e[citing and fXlfilling. 
Thank \oX so mXch!

BUHQGD
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M\ name is Chanda and Δ am stXd\ing Bachelor of NXrsing at Masse\
UniYersit\ (ManaZatĭ). Δ am a BhXtanese refXgee, bXt Δ Zas born and raised
in Nepal. 
M\ parents Zere born in BhXtan and came to the refXgee camp in Nepal in
earl\ 1990s dXe to state-sponsored ethnic cleansing in BhXtan. The
cXltXrall\ and lingXisticall\ different people, mostl\ HindXs, in the soXthern
part of BhXtan, Zere forced to shed their tradition and dress and to folloZ
the rXling tribeȇs dress and religion. Man\ Zere killed or imprisoned and
hoXses Zere bXrnt. The sXrYiYors fled and took refXge in Δndia and finall\ in
Nepal. After man\ roXnds of repatriation talks betZeen Nepal and BhXtan
goYernment failed and man\ \ears liYing in hXts made of bamboo and mXd
m\ famil\ Zas selected for resettlement in NeZ Zealand and Ze arriYed in
2014. We receiYed NeZ Zealand citi]enship in 2019 and Ze are proXd to call
this beaXtifXl coXntr\ oXr neZ home.
The timing Ze got to NeZ Zealand Zas perfect as Δ coXld start high school
straight aZa\. AlthoXgh Δ kneZ hoZ to read and Zrite basic English, Xsing it
as a means of eYer\da\ commXnication Zas Yer\ challenging. Δ remember
rehearsing m\ sentences internall\ before Δ said it oXt loXd. 
Δ met man\ Zelcoming friends and sXpportiYe teachers Zho helped me get
throXgh m\ high school life smoothl\. Δ gradXated from Palmerston North
Girls High School in 2019. NoZ Δ am in m\ second \ear of NXrsing and Δ am
looking forZard to gaining more practical e[perience. 
Δ Zitnessed man\ people die dXe to a lack of proper h\giene and medical
sXpport in the refXgee camp, so ΔȇYe alZa\s had a strong interest in the
medical field and Δ see nXrsing as a Yer\ reZarding career path.
Δ cannot e[press the gratitXde Δ feel for
 receiYing the Sir Robert Jones' Scholarship.
 Δt has redXced so mXch of the financial 
bXrden on m\ famil\ and has helped man\ 
other talented and determined \oXng 
Zomen to be edXcated and empoZered. 
Δ dream of helping refXgees like m\self
 someda\ as this scholarship has helped me.



M\ name is Dan\a and Δ came to
NeZ Zealand as a refXgee in 2017.
 am originall\ from Palestine, hoZeYer 
no-one in m\ famil\ has seen Palestine 
before, as Ze Zere born in Δraq, Zhich 
means Ze Zere born as refXgees. 

 

DDQ\D

We moYed to S\ria from Δraq in 2006 dXe to the Zar, bXt Ze had to moYe again
after a Zhile becaXse Ze Zere illegal in S\ria. After that, Ze Zent to C\prXs in
2007 seeking refXge. HoZeYer, after 5 \ears the\ rejected Xs, and Ze had to
start from the beginning again. Δn 2013 Ze Zent to Thailand as oXr last hope.
After arriYing in Thailand, Ze registered Zith UNHCR as refXgees. Δn Thailand,
there are no rights for refXgees, and Ze Zere illegal there, so Ze coXld not stXd\
or Zork. This meant m\ siblings and Δ stopped stXd\ing for 5 \ears. Back then m\
onl\ dream Zas to liYe a normal life.
We arriYed in NeZ Zealand in 2017 Zhen Δ Zas nearl\ 18. Δ had no confidence. Δ
coXld not speak English Yer\ Zell and Δ Zas Zorried that Δ coXld not achieYe
an\thing. HoZeYer, Δ decided to take the risk and take eYer\ opportXnit\ Δ had.
The first thing Δ did Zas start High School in Year 12. Δt Zas a Yer\ big challenge
for me, bXt Δ decided to Zork hard and improYe m\ langXage and m\ abilit\ to
stXd\. Δ finished High School Zith e[cellence and merit endorsements in all m\
sXbjects Zhich Zas something that Δ neYer e[pected.
EdXcation Zas alZa\s a YalXable thing for me. Since Δ Zas a kid, Δ belieYed that
edXcation is the ke\ for a bright fXtXre and this keeps me motiYated.
Completing first \ear of Engineering at the UniYersit\ of AXckland Zas not eas\ at
all dXe to COVΔD-19 and moYing betZeen on-line and in-person learning.
HoZeYer, it Zas a YalXable learning e[perience and Δ enjo\ed it. 
This scholarship is like a miracle for me. Δt encoXrages me and makes me
confident in m\ stXd\. Therefore, Δ ZoXld like to sa\ thank \oX to Sir Robert Jones
and RASNZ for this great opportXnit\. Δ Zill alZa\s do m\ best to achieYe in m\
stXdies and become an Engineer that makes the Zorld a better place for
eYer\one. 



 

M\ name is FadXma and Δ came to NeZ Zealand as a refXgee in 2019. Δ am
a BXsiness stXdent at AXckland UniYersit\ of Technolog\. Δ Zas born and
raised in Somalia Zhere Δ liYed Xntil the age of nine. We Zere fortXnate
enoXgh to escape from Zar-torn Somalia. M\ famil\ Zere in search of a
safer and better place for Xs Zhere Ze can get safet\ and edXcation. M\
mom Zorked Yer\ hard so Ze coXld haYe a better life and get access to
edXcation. M\ mom Xsed to encoXrage Xs to continXe stXd\ing, not to lose
hope, her dream Zas seeing me, and m\ siblings edXcated and sXccessfXl. 
After gradXating from school in Mala\sia Zith high academic achieYement, Δ
coXld not go to XniYersit\ becaXse Δ Zas a refXgee and Δ did not haYe the
rights to stXd\, so Δ started Zorking as a home tXtor and Zorked for three
\ears. Δ neYer gaYe Xp and belieYed that one da\, Δ Zill complete m\ stXdies
and make m\ parents proXd, no matter hoZ long it takes. M\ famil\ and Δ
Zere lXck\ to come to NeZ Zealand. When Ze came to NeZ Zealand, Ze
Zere Zelcomed Zarml\ and eYer\thing Zas made eas\ sXch as stXd\ing
and the presence of YolXnteers Zho helped Xs to moYe aroXnd AXckland.
We are Yer\ thankfXl for eYer\thing Ze haYe got and hopefXll\, one da\ Δ Zill
giYe back to the people Zho haYe giYen me these YalXable opportXnities. 
Δ sincerel\ thank Sir Robert Jones, RASNZ and eYer\one Zho arranged this
scholarship for \oXng refXgee girls. Δ am priYileged and gratefXl for getting
this opportXnit\ to create a better fXtXre for me, m\ famil\ and the
commXnit\. This sXpport makes it possible for me to achieYe m\
edXcational and career goals. This generosit\ inspires me to giYe back to
the commXnit\ and has alloZed me to be a step closer to m\ aspirations.
Once again, Δ Zant to take this opportXnit\ to e[press m\ most sincere
appreciation and gratitXde to Sir Robert Jones, RASNZ and AUT Zho made
this scholarship possible.

FDGXPD



Hello, Kia ora and Salam. M\ name is Far]ana. Δ am
19-\ears old and Δ am an Afghan refXgee liYing in
Aotearoa. 

From the age of tZo Δ began m\ joXrne\ from
Pakistan and Afghanistan to NeZ Zealand. M\ short life had alread\ been liYed
amidst tXrmoil and fear like those Zho liYed before me. Prior to settling in NeZ
Zealand, m\ famil\ Zere constantl\ displaced dXe to Xncertaint\ in safet\ and
e[istence. Neither of m\ parents haYe a formal edXcation and the\ chose to close
the gap in precioXs knoZledge betZeen themselYes and their children. 

M\ father and man\ others took a chance on a small shipȐ. the\ left behind
death, fear and Xncertaint\ to jXmp into the Xncertaint\ of a ship ill-eqXipped for
the nXmber of people and the joXrne\. LXckil\ m\ father arriYed safel\ to NeZ
Zealand on the Tampa and Zas giYen refXge.

Δn FebrXar\ 2004 Δ came to NeZ Zealand Zith m\ mother and siblings. Δ am noZ
stXd\ing a Bachelor of LaZs at AUT. Δ am gratefXl eYer\ single da\ that Δ am able
to pXrsXe m\ dreams and Zork toZards preYioXsl\ Xnimaginable goals.

M\ hobbies Yar\ in creatiYe Zork sXch as Zriting and art. Δ Zrite poetr\ and short
fiction stories. M\ Zriting is a Yer\ special and intimate portion of m\ life that
reflects m\ life e[periences, and Zhat m\ life ma\ haYe been if Δ had sta\ed in
Afghanistan. Art has been a positiYe oXtlet for me to e[press e[periences, feelings
and Xnderstandings. 

Δ plan to complete m\ Bachelor of LaZs and then appl\ and be admitted as a
barrister. Δ Zish to Yisit Afghanistan once again and tr\ to implement an\ positiYit\
throXgh m\ edXcation and e[perience to the \oXng and broken that coXld haYe
easil\ been m\self. M\ oYerall goal is to create edXcational aid to the XnfortXnate
in Afghanistan, especiall\ for females Zho alread\ haYe difficXlties gaining an
edXcation. Δ am gratefXl to the Sir Robert Jonesȇ Scholarship for granting me the
opportXnit\ to share m\ e[perience and continXe m\ tertiar\ edXcation ZithoXt
an\ financial stress. 

FDU]DQD



 Firstl\, Δ ZoXld like to giYe m\ thanks to God and Sir Robert Jones and all
the organisers for aZarding me a place on this honoXrable scholarship
programme. 
M\ name is Grac\ and Δ am originall\ from Chin state, M\anmar. Δ came to
NeZ Zealand at the age of 16 Zith m\ mother. Δ started college in Year 10
at Nelson College for Girls. M\ brothers and sister joined Xs later. Δ am
noZ in m\ final \ear stXd\ing the Bachelor of Pharmac\ at the UniYersit\
of Otago, e[pecting to gradXate in December 2021. 
GroZing Xp in a small Yillage in M\anmar meant there Zas a lack of
healthcare and assistance to those in need. SXrroXnded b\ the lack of
access to healthcare and Zitnessing the deYastating impact it has on
peopleȇs liYes, Δ haYe alZa\s been inspired to contribXte to the field that is
crXcial for Xs hXman beings. Δt ma\ seem simple; hoZeYer, m\ goal has
alZa\s been to help others. 
Despite not getting an offer from Pharmac\ at m\ first attempt in 2016, Δ
perseYered to reach m\ goal Yia gradXate entr\. Being accepted to stXd\
Pharmac\ folloZing gradXating from the Bachelor of Science
(microbiolog\ major Ȃ 2018), is an incredible opportXnit\ for me and one
Δ sei]ed Zholeheartedl\. Δ aspire to help make a better tomorroZ for
others and bXild the personal bonds necessar\ for sXccessfXl health
oXtcomes and genXine trXst. M\ hope and dream for the fXtXre is to be
a registered pharmacist and Zork in NeZ Zealand. 
Δ am Yer\ honoXred to be one of the recipients of the Sir Robert Jonesȇ
Scholarship. The final \ear of pharmac\ reqXires additional cost as the
stXdents haYe to spend seYeral Zeeks 
aZa\ on placements in different parts 
of NeZ Zealand. ThroXgh the generosit\
and sXpport of Sir Robert Jones 
Scholarship, Δ Zill be able to continXe 
m\ edXcation at the UniYersit\ of Otago
 and achieYe m\ goal. God bless. 
 

GUDF\



M\ famil\ belong to the Ahmadi\\a MXslim CommXnit\. We Zere treated as
second-class citi]ens in oXr coXntr\ of birth. We receiYed death threats from
religioXs clerics and from the people aroXnd Xs. Δn 2009 m\ father Zas
arrested becaXse of his beliefs. We tried to moYe aroXnd the coXntr\ bXt Ze
still felt Xnsafe. Δn 2014 Ze left Pakistan and moYed to Mala\sia; sadl\ ZithoXt
m\ mother, as she Zas receiYing treatment breast cancer.

Life in Mala\sia Zas filled Zith more pain and troXbles. M\ father Zas arrested
b\ Malasi\an immigration as the\ do not accept UNHCR refXgees and m\
brother and Δ Zere left alone to take care of oXrselYes. EYentXall\ UNHCR
helped Xs to moYe to NeZ Zealand. 

Δn 2016 Δ finall\ got the opportXnit\ to start stXd\ing again as an NCEA LeYel 1
stXdent at Mangere College. That \ear Zas Yer\ hard as Δ did not knoZ hoZ
NCEA and the NeZ Zealand edXcation s\stem Zorks. Δ strXggled to learn
English, Zhich is m\ third langXage. Year b\ \ear ΔȇYe improYed m\ English and
m\ grades and in 2019 Δ finished high school Zith NCEA LeYel 3. Δ Zanted to do
something Zhich ZoXld benefit others and Δ am enrolled as a Bachelor of
Social Practice stXdent at UNΔTEC. M\ dream is to become a social Zorker
coXnselling neZ refXgees Zho haYe faced so mXch pain before their arriYal in
NeZ Zealand. Δ Zill be able to giYe back to NeZ Zealand, a coXntr\ Zhich has
giYen so mXch to me. Δ ZoXld also loYe to be a motiYational speaker to
encoXrage \oXth and people from refXgee backgroXnds. 
Life is a beaXtifXl strXggleȐ.nothing is impossible; eYen the Zord ΔmSRVVible
sa\s Δ'm SRVVible! 

 

HaQia

Kia Ora and Assalam X AlaikXm. M\
name is Hania and Δ am originall\ from
Pakistan. Δ came to NeZ Zealand as a
refXgee in 2015.M\ joXrne\ as a
refXgee Zas Yer\ painfXl bXt at the end
of this pain Δ Zas reZarded Zith a
beaXtifXl neZ home.



AlthoXgh Δ Zas a top stXdent throXgh school, being a female in a societ\ Zith
Xnfair socioeconomic s\stems reall\ limited m\ fXtXre. Coming to NeZ Zealand
Zith m\ mom and siblings has enlightened eYer\ corner of m\ life. The 2nd of
JXne, 2016 Zas the da\ of a neZ beginning for me. M\ mom made the hard
decision to seek as\lXm in NeZ Zealand Zith no idea aboXt hoZ things might
tXrn oXt. That has giYen me the strength to conqXer obstacles Δ face, sXch as
the langXage barrier and the financial hardship ZeȇYe strXggled Zith. 
 
M\ first \ear in school in NeZ Zealand Zas Year 12 and Δ simpl\ Zanted to
Ȇpassȇ. Δ didnȇt think Δ coXld compete for higher grades Zith those in the
mainstream. HoZeYer, Δ Zas one of the top 3 stXdents in the science sXbjects
and receiYed a scholarship from UniYersit\ of AXckland; then being chosen as
a recipient of the Sir Robert Jonesȇ scholarship Zas sXch a blessing for me. To
be recognised b\ sXch generoXs and ama]ing people Zas XnbelieYable. NoZ Δ
can focXs on m\ goals ZithoXt Zorr\ing aboXt financial needs.
 
Δ had man\ teachers sa\ing to me Ȋ\oXr academic achieYements haYe made
NeZ Zealand proXdȋ, bXt reall\ Zhat Δ can sa\ is that it's a pa\back for the
indescribable good treatment from the people in NeZ Zealand. ΔȇYe learned to
get along and respect other peoplesȇ cXltXres, religions and personal
opinions...that there is alZa\s good in the Zorld that can change liYes starting
Zith a smile. 
 
Δ'm in m\ final XndergradXate \ear in medicinal chemistr\/drXg design and
reall\ Zish to take m\ stXdies fXrther and contribXte to the Zider commXnit\.
To continXe shining... 

ȊThe shining pearlȋ...is the definition of
m\ name. Δt has sXch a beaXtifXl
meaning that Δ reall\ YalXe. Δ'm one of
foXr children, born in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia and raised in SaXdi Arabia. Δ
haYe alZa\s been interested in a
career in medicine and health care dXe
to 
m\ cXriosit\ and fascination in science
and the hXman bod\. 

JXmmaQah



M\ name is Ȑ Δ neYer imagined Δ ZoXld haYe to Zrite a nickname for sXch a
great personal achieYement, or that Δ ZoXld be afraid and Zorried to share
a photo of m\self, bXt letȇs call me JXliet for noZ.

 Δ am Eg\ptian and Δ haYenȇt been in NeZ Zealand for Yer\ long, bXt Δ alread\
feel at home. Δ alZa\s sa\ Δ am an Arab, Δ am a MXslim and Δ am a refXgee. Δ
come from a minorit\ Zithin a minorit\, and Δ ZoXld loYe to help others like
me as Zell as giYe back to the coXntr\ that became home. Δ Zant to be hope
to the fXtXre generations that their circXmstances, ethnicit\ or religion Zill
neYer preYent them from becoming the people the\ Zant to be. Δ Zant to
be a shoXlder to cr\ on and applaXding hand in eYer\ celebration. No
Zonder Δ chose to be part of the health care s\stem, as Δ knoZ the onl\ Za\
to fi[ the issXes Zith refXgee and minoritiesȇ health is to empoZer them and
pXt them in decision-making positions, as Zell as increasing their
representation in the health care profession!

Δ jXst finished m\ first \ear of Biomedical Science in 2020. Δt Zasnȇt a normal
\ear bXt definitel\ it taXght me a lot! Δ am e[cited to start stXd\ing
Pharmac\ in 2021. Δ am Yer\ gratefXl for this ama]ing opportXnit\. Hearing Δ
Zas to be a scholarship recipient Zas one of the best pieces of neZs Δ had
last \ear. Δ see great potential in sXch scholarships to redXce ineqXit\ in
refXgee-backgroXnd commXnities. RedXcing ineqXit\ Zill empoZer NeZ
Zealand as a Zhole, and thatȇs the best oXtcome to aim forȐ.eYer\one in
NeZ Zealand to feel empoZered, represented and treated fairl\. 

M\ faYoXrite qXote Zhen reflecting on
 m\ e[perience as a refXgee ZoXld be 
ȊGroZ throXgh Zhat \oX go throXghȋ.
 Δ am gratefXl for all the hardships that 
made me groZ not onl\ older bXt Ziser
 and more responsible. 

JXlieW



Δ lost YalXable time in m\ teens, ZithoXt school and doing nothing other than
sta\ing home and helping m\ mXm Zith the hoXse chores. Δn 2014, Ze moYed
to NeZ Zealand. Δ restarted m\ edXcation joXrne\ bXt it Zasnȇt eas\. Δ did not
knoZ an\ English, so Δ Zent to classes at WΔNTEC for a coXple of \ears, qXickl\
moYing from leYel one to leYel fiYe. Δ Zas determined to pXrsXe m\ dream of
becoming a nXrse. Δn fXtXre Δ plan to be a diabetes specialist nXrse to help
people to manage their condition better. 

M\ responsibilit\ for m\ famil\ is hXge. Δ am from a big famil\ of nine brothers
and three sisters most of Zhom are noZ married and liYing Zith their spoXses.
Spending time Zith and helping m\ mother is one of m\ faYoXrite pass times. Δ
am the one Zhoȇs looking to achieYe a high leYel of stXd\ to make m\ famil\
proXd. M\ mXm has alZa\s tried to giYe me the best life that she neYer had. Δ
Zant to shoZ her hoZ gratefXl Δ am that she broXght me to NeZ Zealand for a
better fXtXre and to also shoZ her that Δ can oYercome an\ challenges. Δ Zant
her to be proXd Zhen she sees me as her first daXghter to gradXate. 

From a \oXng age, liYing not an eas\ life, Δ learned hoZ important it is to be
kind and a helping hand for people. Δ am a member of the Somali commXnit\
and Waikato RefXgee forXm Zhere Δ meet different people from different
coXntries. Δ loYe being a part of this, as Ze haYe common backgroXnds and
interests. 

Δ am noZ in m\ third \ear of Bachelor of NXrsing. Δ Zill continXe Zorking hard
and being the best stXdent and nXrse that Δ can be. Δ Zill be foreYer gratefXl
for the opportXnities in NeZ Zealand. Δ am so gratefXl to be one of Sir Robert
Jonesȇ Scholarship recipients.

 

Khadija
M\ name is Khadija. Δ Zas born and
raised in Somalia. Δ Zent to school there
Xp to \ear nine. We moYed to Ethiopia in
2011 for safet\ proposes and also
looking for a better fXtXre, hoZeYer, Δ
coXld not continXe m\ stXdies there dXe
to financial difficXlties. 



M\ name is LZeeZar. Δ Zas born in Thailand, bXt Δ come from a BXrmese
backgroXnd. M\ ZidoZed mother, m\ older brother and sister and Δ came
to NeZ Zealand in 2006 Zith the hopes of a better life. Life in the refXgee
camp back in Thailand Zas tragic. We liYed in a bamboo shelter Zith barel\
an\ mone\ or clothes to keep Xs fed and Zarm throXghoXt the \ears. M\
father Zas an abXsiYe man and m\ mother has endXred a lot of pain
throXghoXt her life. A big part in m\ determination to liYe a life Δ haYe
dreamed of is for her and to thank her for all her sacrifices. M\ father died
of alcohol poisoning Zhen Δ Zas Yer\ \oXng and m\ mother had to Zork da\
and night in order to feed Xs. These Zere jXst a feZ of the circXmstances
Zhich made oXr old life Yer\ difficXlt; the transition to NeZ Zealand Zhen Δ
Zas aboXt fiYe, set oXt neZ challenges and beginnings. Δ Zent to Ro\al Road
Primar\ School Zhere Δ Zas made Head Girl in \ear eight; then St Dominicȇs
Catholic College for m\ high school \ears. VarioXs traXmatic childhood
e[periences lead to mental health challenges dXring m\ school \ears and to
the present da\. 

Δ am cXrrentl\ attending AUT stXd\ing Oral Health. M\ goal is to finish m\
degree and eYentXall\ YolXnteer in third Zorld coXntries or strXggling
commXnities to help aid in their oral health needs. Δ knoZ Zhat it is like to
sXrYiYe Zith little mone\. Δ haYe a passion to impact people's liYes for the
better and Δ am driYen to do Zhat it takes to make this possible. 

Δ haYe been Zorking part time since the age of 15 to help sXpport m\ famil\
financiall\ bXt the help from Sir Robert Jonesȇ RefXgee DaXghterȇs Scholarship,
Zill be greatl\ beneficial to m\ life in man\ Za\s. 

ThroXgh all the obstacles and tragedies Δ
haYe endXred, this has onl\ made me a
stronger Zoman and Δ am determined
to finish m\ coXrse and become the first
Zoman in m\ Zhole famil\ heritage to
go to a XniYersit\ and liYe a sXccessfXl
life, Zhich means to liYe comfortabl\ and
make histor\ to m\ famil\ȇs name.

LZeeZaU



         
M\ name is Mar\, and Δ am 18 \ears old. 
Δ Zas born in M\anmar, and m\ ethnic
backgroXnd is Kachin. Δ am stXd\ing for a
conjoint degree in Bachelor of Commerce
and Bachelor of Science at the UniYersit\
of AXckland. 
 
After Δ lost m\ father at the age of fiYe, oXr
famil\ faced man\ hardships. M\ mother 
Zas the onl\ breadZinner Zorking in farm
laboXr. OXr circXmstances Zorsened Zhen
the BXrmese militar\ came to oXr Yillage.

The\ ph\sicall\- and se[Xall\-abXsed the Yillagers of oXr minorit\ ethnic
groXp in man\ inhXmane Za\s. The\ also destro\ed farms - oXr primar\
soXrce of income. Each da\, Ze liYed in fear. 

DXe to the intolerable circXmstances, m\ mother Zas forced to flee to
Mala\sia ZithoXt Xs. FortXnatel\, Δ Zas able to escape alone Zith m\ brother
in 2012 to Mala\sia. Δt took Xs a challenging one-month joXrne\. We
traYelled mostl\ on foot and sometimes b\ boat ZithoXt sXfficient food and
Zater. We hid dXring the da\ and onl\ traYeled at night to aYoid getting
caXght. Δ YiYidl\ remember crossing a big riYer on foot and m\ head Zas
barel\ aboYe the Zater. Δ thoXght that Δ might not make it oXt aliYe. Despite
the challenges, Ze settled in Mala\sia for tZo \ears; then, Ze Zere giYen a
chance to migrate to NeZ Zealand in 2014.

Coming from a small Yillage, Δ onl\ attended school Xntil 4th grade. Δt Zas
challenging for me to adapt to school in NeZ Zealand. M\ English Zas Yer\
basic. Δ Zas not confident that Δ coXld do Zell. HoZeYer, Zith the teachers'
help and hard Zork, m\ English improYed Yer\ Zell after \ear 9 and Δ coXld
take Xp mainstream sXbjects instead of ESOL. EYentXall\ Δ gained entr\ to
the UniYersit\ of AXckland Zith a Top AchieYer Scholarship for m\ first \ear.
Δ am Yer\ thankfXl to Sir Robert Jones for proYiding sXch a great opportXnit\
for m\ edXcation and a stepping-stone for the rest of m\ life. Δ Zant to Xse
this opportXnit\ to become a person that can make a difference in societ\.
M\ childhood as a refXgee sparked m\ passion for people in need. Δn the
fXtXre, Δ aim to be an impactfXl entrepreneXr.

 

MaU\



         
M\ name is MiMi and Δ am from Lei Kang, a
small Yillage in M\anmar. Δ Zill start m\
MidZifer\ stXdies at the AXckland UniYersit\
of Technolog\ in semester tZo 2021. Δ haYe
had the priYilege of receiYing the Sir Robert
Jones RefXgee DaXghter Scholarship and Zill
foreYer be gratefXl for this opportXnit\. 
M\ famil\ and Δ arriYed in NeZ Zealand in
2007 as refXgees. 

M\ father left for Mala\sia before Δ Zas born to sXpport m\ mother and Δ
back in M\anmar. Coming from a smaller Yillage in M\anmar resoXrces
Zere limited, Ze Zere oXtcasts in a coXntr\ goYerned b\ the militar\ dXring
the militar\ regime. ArriYing in NeZ Zealand Zas Yer\ reZarding for m\
famil\, bXt a lot of obstacles Zere encoXntered sXch as the langXage
barrier, as Zell as adapting to the cXltXre. This is no longer an issXe for m\
parents as Δ am able to help oXt as mXch as possible.

 
Starting from an earl\ age, ΔȇYe alZa\s had the passion for helping others,
Zhich is Zh\ Δ kneZ Δ Zanted to be inYolYed in the health science field. As
the eldest child in m\ famil\, Δ greZ Xp in a non-English speaking hoXsehold
Zhich led me to help m\ parents and e[tended famil\ from a \oXng age in
terms of appointments and English orientated things. As a \oXng girl, this
helped me to figXre oXt Zhat Δ Zanted to do in the fXtXre and helped to
motiYate me academicall\. ThroXgh m\ loYe for helping people, Δ alZa\s
dreamt of becoming a midZife. Bringing a neZ life to earth is sXch a
beaXtifXl thing, Δ Zish to be a part of. HaYing \oXnger siblings, it is so
reZarding to see kids groZ as indiYidXals and Δ am Yer\ blessed to be able
to e[pand m\ knoZledge and aid Zomen in giYing birth safel\.

 
ReceiYing the Sir Robert Jones RefXgee DaXghterȇs Scholarship is not onl\
beneficial for me bXt m\ hard-Zorking parents. ThroXgh the scholarship Δ
am able to achieYe m\ goals in life and also inspire other Zomen from
refXgee backgroXnds to stXd\ hard. Δ knoZ that the difficXlties Δ haYe
e[perienced as a refXgee do not limit the endless opportXnities Δ haYe and
Zill continXe to grasp. 

 
 
 

 

MiMi



Kia Ora and Mingalabar. M\ name is Monica. Δ am from M\anmar. The
traXmati]ing histor\ that m\ famil\ e[perienced and cannot forget is the
failed democrac\ eYent in 1988. On the 8th of AXgXst, the Zhole coXntr\
Zas protesting for jXstice against the brXtal dictator Ne Win. The protest
Zas met Zith Yiolence b\ the militar\, thoXsands of people Zere killed,
man\ stXdents Zere jailed and tortXred. M\ father Zas jailed for 4 \ears
and for another 2 \ears for becoming a BBC joXrnalist and e[posing the
trXth aboXt the BXrmese militar\. After escaping to Ranong (Thailand) Zith
m\ mother, m\ father Zas still Zanted b\ the militar\ bXt he Zas Zorking
on the far side of Thailand. Δnstead the militar\ arrested m\ pregnant
mother and she Zas jailed for one \ear; in fact m\ mother gaYe birth to me
in jail. M\ father paid a heaY\ price for the release of me and m\ mother.
We liYed in NX Po RefXgee Camp (Thailand) for more than 10 \ears before
Ze Zere accepted into NeZ Zealand as refXgees in 2012.

AdjXsting to a neZ coXntr\ and cXltXre Zith a completel\ different langXage
Zas e[tremel\ difficXlt. Δ foXnd it hard to balance and find m\ oZn identit\,
and the same for m\ brothers. Δ Zas bXllied in Δntermediate school for
being Asian and not speaking English. HoZeYer, Δ am alZa\s thankfXl that
m\ parents endXred and sacrificed their Za\ of life to come to look for a
better fXtXre. M\ parents sa\: ȊWe did not haYe the chance to achieYe oXr
dreams, so \oX shoXld be able to achieYe \oXrs.ȋ These Zords inflXence me
to Zork hard and not giYe Xp throXgh an\ hardships Δ e[perience. Δ Zant to
do m\ best and make them proXd. 

 The edXcation that Δ receiYe from AUT Zill
deYelop and deepen m\ 
knoZledge in the toXrism indXstr\. For
me, it is important to gradXate not onl\ for
m\self and m\ famil\ bXt also to be a role
model for the Zider BXrmese commXnit\.
Δ am delighted to be aZarded the Sir
Robert Jones Scholarship. Δt Zill greatl\
assist me and m\ famil\ in m\ efforts to
achieYe m\ career goals.

MRQica



DXe to the distinct Asian featXres of a Ha]ara person and oXr religioXs
belief in Shia Δslam, there are ethnic groXps sXch as the PashtXns Zho
belieYe Ze do not rightfXll\ belong in the coXntr\. The prejXdice against
Ha]aras meant that Ze Zere killed, e[pelled from oXr oZn lands and
enslaYed. Life for m\ famil\ in Afghanistan Zas Yer\ difficXlt. Both m\
parents became orphans at a \oXng age. The\ also Zent throXgh a lot of
hardship in order to proYide for oXr famil\ of nine. M\ father Zas the onl\
one Zorking and he endXred backbreaking laboXr in order to pXt food on
the table, Zhich mainl\ consisted of loZ-cost ingredients that managed to
fill oXr stomachs till the ne[t meal. Regardless of the strXggles, m\ parents
made a promise to proYide as mXch as the\ coXld for Xs. 

Δ haYe alZa\s been interested in helping oXt people in need. DXring high
school, Δ Zas inYolYed in man\ groXps sXch as Amnest\ Δnternational Zhich Δ
Zas the leader of in m\ \ear, PositiYe BehaYioXr 4 Learning, Rights of
Kindness, SPCA and other similar groXps. Δ Zas also an actiYe candidate in
the United Nations Global YoXth Ambassador program in m\ final \ear of
school. Helping and giYing back to the commXnit\, especiall\ the less
fortXnate, is m\ biggest dream. Δ ZoXld loYe to go on to stXd\ Pharmac\.
WithoXt this scholarship, it Zill be difficXlt to complete m\ degree as in m\
final \ears Δ Zill not be fXnded in an\ Za\. Pharmac\ is a medical field Zhich
is people orientated, and Δ belieYe m\ e[perience in this job Zill benefit m\
philanthropic endeaYoXrs in the fXtXre. Δ cannot e[press hoZ gratefXl Δ am
to haYe this opportXnit\ and to be a recipient of the Sir Robert Jones
Scholarship.

Nadia
As-salamX ala\kXm and kia ora. M\
name is Nadia and Δ am 22 \ears old. Δ
come from Jaghori Zhich is a cit\ in
Afghanistan. Δ Zas 6 \ears old Zhen m\
famil\ fled as refXgees to NeZ Zealand
to escape the genocide committed
against the Ha]ara ethnic minorit\,
Zhich m\ famil\ belongs to. 



NaUjiV

Δȇm originall\ from Al-DiZani\a, Δraq. Δ arriYed in Aotearoa, NeZ Zealand 17 \ears
ago and haYe called Wellington home since then. M\ famil\ fled Δraq to escape
the Yiolence of Shia persecXtion. M\ mXm Zanted to offer m\ brother and Δ a
better life Zith more opportXnities, especiall\ in terms of edXcation, and she
sacrificed a great deal to make that possible. We initiall\ fled to AXstralia in
2001 bXt becaXse of polic\ changes, Ze Zere tXrned aZa\ to the offshore
detention centre on NaXrX Zhere Ze sta\ed for oYer 2 \ears Xntil NZ accepted
oXr as\lXm claim in 2004.

 
Δ recentl\ completed m\ Bachelor of Arts Zith a doXble major in Δnternational
Relations and Political Science and a minor in PXblic Polic\. The decision to
stXd\ these sXbjects Zas informed b\ the realit\ that politics affects eYer\
aspect of oXr liYes, more so for refXgees. Δt Zas politics that forced Xs oXt of oXr
homelands and politics that alloZed Xs to be accepted in a neZ coXntr\. Δ Zant
to Xnderstand the Zorld Ze liYe in and the poZer strXctXres that can inflXence
and enforce change.

Δ am pXsXing m\ Masterȇs b\ thesis in 2021 and carr\ing oXt m\ oZn research
on Shia persecXtion, a topic so close to m\ heart and liYed e[perience. Δtȇs
Xnder-represented in academia and Δ hope to bring attention and Zider
Xnderstanding to it. 

 
Δ hope to Zork in foreign polic\ in the fXtXre and to also Zork in spaces Zhere
intersectional actiYism is YalXed. While Δȇm reall\ interested in polic\, Δ Zill alZa\s
be a belieYer that change begins Zithin commXnities and grassroots
organisations. CommXnit\ bXilding is Yer\ important to me and Δ tr\ to dedicate
time to a platform Δ co-foXnded Zith ZonderfXl people, Voice of Aroha. 
We aim to demonstrate that not all refXgee/migrants are the same, man\ of Xs 
haYe different e[periences and perspectiYes that 
cannot be categorised as a homogenoXs groXp 
Zith a single Yoice. OXr main objectiYe is to shift 
the narratiYe aroXnd refXgees thatȇs either 
dehXmani]ing or Yictimi]ing and instead lead oXr 
oZn stories. 

Δ am gratefXl and honoXred to be a recipient 
of this scholarship and hope Δ can alZa\s 
giYe back to m\ commXnit\ throXgh an\thing Δȇm 
inYolYed in. 

 



M\ name is Rahaf. Δ am originall\ from S\ria. Δ came to NeZ Zealand in March
2017 Zith m\ famil\ and Δ attended Queen's High school in Dunedin.

Δ greZ up Zatching Disne\ and Harr\ Potter, Zhich is reall\ Zhere Δ started
learning English. Being the onl\ girl in m\ famil\, m\ parents Zanted me to be
bilingual and to haYe a passion for Science and Δ became both quite earl\. Δ highl\
respect m\ parents' sacrifices and decisions, leaYing home behind and caring for
m\ future. Δ haYe a feeling of responsibilit\ that it is m\ turn to giYe back to them
and m\ KiZi and Arab communit\ b\ being successful in a career in the health
field.

The transition from one part of the Zorld to the other made me groZ up so fast.
Δt made me understand hoZ difficult and different life is for non-English speakers.
Δ saZ that through m\ eYer\da\ life in NZ. HoZeYer, Δ genuinel\ appreciate, that
out of all the confusions Δ'Ye been through, Δ greZ up e[periencing the richness in
both Zorlds entirel\, obserYing both and adapting from both. M\ tZo Zorlds
taught me to learn Zith a passion to be the person that people trust Zhen it
comes to their health.

Being a Muslim S\rian girl has significantl\ impacted m\ character. Δt has
deYeloped m\ morals and cultural upbringing. Δ Zork hard to demonstrate that
Zhere Δ came from is a lot more than a Zar ]one. Δ reall\ care about being a good
representatiYe of m\ roots. Δ am Yer\ aZare of the challenges along the Za\, but Δ
don't settle for Zhat is eas\.
Last \ear Zas a tough pill to sZalloZ from its beginning. Δt Zas e[ceptional for me
Zith CoYid-19 and the stress of Health Science First Year. HoZeYer, Δ learned a lot
about m\self, the human bod\ and the Zorld 
and Δ'm grateful for it. Δ neYer imagined that 
in 3 \ears in NeZ Zealand Δ Zould be able to 
jump the cultural barrier, get endorsements 
in high school, gain UE, finish one of the 
hardest courses at uniYersit\, get a Zriting 
piece published and be aZarded b\ a 
generous scholarship. Δ feel so priYileged to 
be a recipient. Thank \ou so much for 
trusting me. Δ Zill continue to proYe m\self 
Zorth\.

RaKaI



Kia ora, m\ name is Reena. M\ parents are from Afghanistan. Δ haYe tZo sisters
and a \ounger brother. M\ parents migrated to Pakistan due to the Zar in
Afghanistan Zhen riYal factions fighting for poZer pounded the capital ȊKabulȋ
Zith rockets. 

M\ father died in 2003. Life Zas hard for us. Δ had to struggle for things such as
books, uniform and school fees. Education Zas Yer\ important to me, but during
m\ Year 9 studies in Pakistan Δ had to start Zork in a call centre; Zorking the night
shift for 9 hours and then stud\ing for 4 hours during the da\. Δ kept going like
that until Δ graduated from high school in 2015. Δ Zanted to pursue m\ education,
but Δ Zas supporting m\ famil\ financiall\, so Δ couldnȇt attend uniYersit\. Also
there Zere no student alloZance and loans and eYen though Δ Zas born in
Pakistan, Δ didnȇt haYe an\ official identit\. 

Δ came to NeZ Zealand from Pakistan as a refugee in 2018. Δ had neYer
e[perienced a happier moment before. Δ Zas in Auckland for si[ Zeeks in
Mangere Refugee Resettlement Centre. We Zere Zelcomed b\ loYel\ people of
NeZ Zealand and Ze resettled in Palmerston North. 
Δ struggled a lot at first. Δ Zas not familiar Zith NeZ Zealand education s\stem. Δ
did a Certificate in Stud\ and Career Preparation LeYel 3 and Δ did NeZ Zealand
Certificate (Nursing pathZa\). All those difficulties that Δ faced during m\
foundation course made me resilient; especiall\ haYing English as a second
language.

Δ completed the course Zith good grades and Δ completed the first \ear of m\
nursing degree in 2020. NoZ Δȇm in second \ear at UniYersal College of Learning
(UCOL). Δ am the first person in m\ famil\ Zho got an opportunit\ to do a degree. 

M\ dream is to become a nurse and serYe the countr\ Zhich gaYe me and m\
famil\ a safer place to liYe. The scholarship committee giYes refugee-
 background girls like me a chance the\ neYer
had in their countr\. Δ sincerel\ thank Sir
Robert Jones and the people Zho are
inYolYed in this scholarship. Δt Zill relieYe
some of the burden off m\ shoulders. 
NoZ Δ can focus on a being a student. 
NgÃ mihi

ReeQa



Kia ora! Δ'm Sara, a student at the UniYersit\ of Otago.

Δ came to NeZ Zealand Zhen Δ Zas 4-\ears old but had to return to Δran Zhen Δ
Zas 9. Δ came back to NeZ Zealand at the end of 2019 and haYe been Zarml\
Zelcomed b\ the friendl\ communit\ in Dunedin. Δran has a rich culture and is
knoZn for its loYel\ poetr\, ama]ing scener\, astonishing histor\, and diYerse
cuisine but Zith the male-dominating oppressiYe s\stem and the
political/social issues, Δran is not a safe place for some, Zith riots and protests
a common occurrence. Δ haYe e[perienced first-hand the dail\ struggles and
injustice of being a female in Δran, but Δ am grateful for the man\ blessings Δ do
haYe and consider m\self fortunate to be Zhere Δ am noZ and acknoZledge
that m\ past has had a part in that.
Δ don't regard m\ hardships as a burden but rather tr\ to make the most out
of the hand that Δ'Ye been dealt. M\ e[periences haYe alloZed me to
appreciate the simple things often taken for granted in NeZ Zealand and Δ
make a bigger effort to be compassionate and understanding of other
people's problems and circumstances. Δ hope to be able to someda\ giYe back
Zhat Δ haYe receiYed b\ helping others Zith similar e[periences and
backgrounds.

Δ Zas unable to attend uniYersit\ in Δran, but Δ am passionate about learning
and haYe alZa\s tried to challenge m\self academicall\ despite m\ difficult
circumstances. Coming to NeZ Zealand has alloZed me to pursue m\ dream
of further education, made possible this \ear onl\ Zith the help of fees-free
stud\. NoZ that Δ knoZ Δ can remain at uniYersit\, Δ am eYen more determined
to achieYe m\ academic goals. This scholarship has alloZed for m\ dream of
tertiar\ education one that Δ can make a realit\! Δ Zas successful in Health
Science First Year to be offered a place in Medicine for 2021. Δ don't knoZ hoZ
Δ can sufficientl\ e[press m\ gratitude to Sir Robert Jones, The UniYersit\ of
Otago and eYer\one inYolYed Zith the 
scholarship for their kindness and 
generosit\. (Δ am ama]ed b\ 
hoZ Zonderful \ou all are!) Δ Zill return 
the kindness Δ receiYed to someone else 
Zho needs a helping hand in future.

SaUa



Δn 2017, m\ second and final \ear of high school in the Cameroons, Zar started in
the Anglophone region. The Anglophone minorit\ sought separation and
autonom\ from the Francophone majorit\ and the goYernment retaliated Zith
militar\ force. The conflict caused humanitarian, economic and social crises.
Schools Zere closed, including m\ oZn. We Zent from students Zho Zere doing
Zell and loYing life in a boarding school, to being a fugitiYe as our toZns and
Yillages Zere raided b\ the militar\. 

Δn the past 3 \ears, hundreds of our Yillages haYe been burnt, thousands of our
people arrested, killed and displaced. M\ sisters and Δ Zere so blessed that our
father Zas in NeZ Zealand. He Zas able to sponsor us. As Ze Zaited for the Yisas
in 2018, eYer\ da\ felt like a \ear. Finall\, our Yisas Zere approYed in 2019 and Ze
traYelled to NeZ Zealand. Δ Zas so e[cited to haYe come out of the conflict, and to
be here in this beautiful place Zith m\ famil\, and more importantl\, to be in a
countr\ Zhere Δ can haYe the best chance to reach m\ potential. 

Δ Zill complete the Certificate of Health and Wellbeing at UNΔTEC mid-2021. Δ hope
to gain entr\ to the Bachelor of Nursing. M\ goal is to become a mental health
nurse and to Zork Zith people from refugee backgrounds in NeZ Zealand.
EYen though the start of our life in NeZ Zealand in 2020 Zas tough because of
COVΔD-19 and difficulties accessing student alloZance and loan from Stud\Link, Δ
haYe been Yer\ blessed to be aZarded the Sir Robert Jones Scholarship. Δt has
made m\ future look much brighter and lighter.Δ cannot Zait to complete m\
current stud\ and to commence the Bachelor of Nursing.  Thank \ou so much
Aotearoa NeZ Zealand. 

SaQdULQe
ȊM\ name is Sandrine. Δ Zas born and
greZ up in the Anglophone region of the
Cameroons. M\ father Zas pushed b\
the poor human rights conditions there
to leaYe us at an earl\ age to seek refuge
in NeZ Zealand. Δ greZ up Zith m\
grandparents and uncles and aunties.
M\ maternal grandmother Zas
particularl\ Yer\ caring and supportiYe
and brought me up in the Roman
Catholic faith. 



Kia ora. M\ name is Sara. Δ am a 19-\ear-old as\lum seeker from Saudi
Arabia. M\ mother is originall\ from Ethiopia. M\ mother, four siblings, and Δ
came to NeZ Zealand in June 2016, and our life has been blessed eYer
since. We Zent through a lot back in our home countr\ and struggled to liYe
a normal life. Luckil\, Ze Zere fortunate enough to become accepted as
permanent residents in this ama]ing countr\.

Δ also faced man\ challenges Zhen Δ came to NeZ Zealand, the biggest Zas
probabl\ the language barrier. Δ couldnȇt speak English Zhen Δ first came
here, and Δ alZa\s felt insecure to talk to people in school or join e[tra-
curricular actiYities. HoZeYer, Zith time, effort, and so much support from
people, Δ Zas able to speak fluent English and e[cel in m\ studies, as Zell as
join in actiYities such as football. Δ moYed out of ESOL class Zithin tZo terms
and Zas able to achieYe high grades in mainstream English. 

Δ graduated from AYondale College in 2019. Last \ear Δ studied first \ear
Biomedical Science at the UniYersit\ of Auckland through Zhich Δ haYe
gained entr\ to Optometr\ school. Δ haYe alZa\s had a passion for science,
and Δ am e[tremel\ luck\ to be stud\ing in a top uniYersit\ such as Auckland
UniYersit\, let alone become a Sir Robert Jones Scholar!!

This scholarship giYes me hope and encouragement for Zhat is to come in
the future, and Δ am be\ond thankful for this opportunit\. No matter the
path Δ take from here, Δ Zant to giYe back to the NeZ Zealand communit\
and help people in need, just like Sir Robert Jones Scholarship is helping
\oung refugee girls to shine!

SaUa



TaL-Lba

Kia ora koutou. M\ name is Tai-iba and Δȇm from Afghanistan. Δ'm 19-\ears old and
liYe in Christchurch Zith m\ Mum, Dad and fiYe siblings. We moYed to NeZ
Zealand in 2004, after escaping the conflict and strife caused b\ the Zar. We are
from a small but proud tribe called the Ha]aras. Δn 2001, Ze fled Afghanistan
Zhen the threat of Yiolence from the Taliban became more prominent. Not onl\
Zere Ze a persecuted ethnic group, but Ze also practised a different branch of
Δslam. This made us eYen bigger targets for attacks and killings.

EYentuall\, Ze escaped to Pakistan and liYed there for three \ears before NeZ
Zealand e[tended their generosit\ and offered us a neZ home safe from Zar.
Back then, Ze didn't eYen knoZ that NeZ Zealand e[isted and had no idea Zhat
to e[pect from the tin\ island nation and its people. We couldn't haYe been
luckier.

When Δ first arriYed in NeZ Zealand as a three-\ear-old, Δ barel\ kneZ hoZ to read
and Zrite in Farsi, let alone speak English. Δ'Ye come a long Za\ since those da\s
at the Mangere Refugee Resettlement Centre. Δ accompanied m\ famil\ members
to doctor appointments as a little translator. Though it doesn't seem Yer\ grand, Δ
like to think this is Zhere m\ passion for Zorking in health stemmed from. Δn
2020, Δ Zas offered a place in the Bachelor of Medicine and Surger\ programme
at the UniYersit\ of Auckland after completing a challenging first \ear in the
Health Science programme. 

With this scholarship, Δ can commit m\self Zholl\ to m\ education. Δt
demonstrates that the education of indiYiduals like me matter and that NeZ 
Zealanders Zant us to thriYe. Like man\ refugees, Zho initiall\ struggled Zith 
integration, these initiatiYes teach me that m\ refugee status is not 
necessaril\ a Zeakness. Δnstead, it should 
act as a source of motiYation. 
Δ am Zholeheartedl\ e[cited for m\ 
future; building a career centred 
around the liYes and Zellbeing of the 
NeZ Zealand people. 

PoiSoia We kÃkano kia SXaZai 

NXUWXUe Whe Veed, and iW Zill bloVVom. 


